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Jikely member of the Russian
spy ring operated by Anthony
Bluat, has. 'spnken for ‘the first

tair Warson, a former Cambndve
don who once worked in secret

day Times that he was " com-
pletely innocent, although ' he

him:

\Uo ofﬁcers who 1nterrogated
Watsomn.in 1967 believed that,
the -course . of the interviews,

Russian~ spying operations -than
he cauld have learnt -had 'he
been innoceant. More  particu.
larly, .perhaps as a result - of
Watsen’s wish to help "at ‘the
time, .. the . intelligence -officérs
believe be had actually identified
two Russian ‘case officers’ who
kad control!ed Blunt. .

.'.

lives: quistly at Hindhead,

Surrey, .came under suspicion m
the early 1950s after two other
Canobridze men, Blunt_and.Leo
Long,;cnmessed to MIS5 that thsy
‘had spied for the Russians. Wat.’
'son says that he, was-“ruthlessly
pressured > durmg several weeks
of -interrogation. . At.one’irage,.
fearing that he‘was'so confused’
that he. was saying thingzs he did
not really mean, he asked to see
a psychxatnst. : " .
Althouca'Watson cannot reca’ﬂ
ever contessing to the MIS in-
terrogators, ithe effect of! the
interviews . on his caresr :was
immediate. MI3 clearly believad
that Warson had given - what
amountad to a confession and he
lost his top-security. clearance.
He was movad from defence re-
search to a mundane- job at'the

tist,” *who - has * Béen * ‘publicly -
named_m the, past. months as a.

time abouz the allegations. Alis-’

defence research, told The Sun-.

admits thag - British 1ntelhgenC°_
had had good reason to suspect~

Watson had revealed more about

\Vatson, who xs 73 and” now'
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His statement to  us, -made:
through his . solicitor, Geoffrey!'
Bindman, seems lmely t0 pro-.
I voke further questions . about
! the efficiency ‘of British xnteih~j
. gence’s counter—subversxon tech- ;
- niques. If . Watson' is telling the
| truth, then the episode would
. lend weight to. the- allegations
'that British: intelligence was. in
- such disarray’ aft"' the defec-
tions of Guy Burgess, Donald
Maclean and Kim Philby. to the :
Soviet’ Union.-that MI5 simply:
did not know iwho was a.spy
and who was not. Wataon him. !
self: told. us that he’ had the-
feeling during his intercogations
that there was no one really ini
charge’of the inyestigation... .,
: 'Watson, who has never:com-
“mented_. before- on allegations
that he spied for Russia, would
certainly .have seemed a.prime:
suspect as MIS5-tried té discoyer
how ,far the 'spy-ring~hadex-
tended.-He -had- been. a-don: at-
Cambridge during the 1930s and |
had - been. friendly with - Blunt.|
And,. like Blunt, he had been
a communist.and a member of
the Apostles,. the secret. debat-!
ing . ‘society, .many of - whose!
members were committed marx-,
ists. ,But  unlike Blunt, or, Bur- .
gess, Watson ‘was_never,a_homo~| [
sexual. . o |

- Tn- 1963 an Amencan, ’dxchaﬂ
Straight, - who had. once l:veenl
asked by Blunt to supply bim !
with-" informatiom; . identified- a:
number-..of--. possible Russr.m;
agents - to~ British intelligence.

Streight’ recails giving three;
names __in-_ particular: "Bhmt, .
Long, who - coofessed last;

‘Sunday to having spied for.ihe.
Russians, and~ Watson. But “he
insists~ that - -he . had sxmp]v}
named potential ‘spies of whose
guilt he. . Was ot cemm. "A:.' j

Accordmg to:a recent book on-
M15:by Nigel'West, & few weeks l

a §

3‘7,-’.
L,

after Blunt‘ and- Long had con-:!
‘fessed .in 1964, Watson- was- in-o
_.terviewed. at.Brown’s. Hotel in;
London. Watson flatly denies
. that - this : m:ervxew. ever_ ..ook
p!ace . Che e ,‘

There is- no argument, “how-”
- ever, from. Watson: about what
happeneu in- 1967. :He -rold us
. that he was mterro°ated by M15:
‘ovar several waeks. ¥ 1 think that .
whnn they s!arted off, they !
~knew that I:had’ contects with
\oc‘xers who had ‘confessad,” he .
;says. “They .were. raasonablv
‘justified in. suspecting that I.
v .might be aspy: ‘Them technzque :
‘-was “t0 pressure me to- coniess E
without- ever's specxfymo —what

they wanted me to confess-to.” |

t VWaison admits- that --he felt
zunder, pressure.. MI3 would ask
him to interrogations se\e.al‘
“days runningrand “would then
Jeave him alone_for a few days,
-before starting the. process
‘azain. “I was ‘incoherenc :be-
‘causé of the pressure -and be-!
cause of the anxiery over my
former friends havm" .appar-i
enrly ‘been* xmolved mth spy.
mv‘ - !

He msxats tha.. he was.* never
vuxl:y of " pas§ing -any "classified
mformatom to any.unauthorised:
-person?’ sHe 'says: “I .am-not:
and ne\ver,have beeq a Sovxez
SPyS. L. SR
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